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1
Overall description
SA2 thanks RAN3 about the LS on addition of the Pending Data Indication to 5GS. 
SA2 understands that EPS supports Pending Data Indication IE and was introduced as part of eDRX/High Latency Communication Work (TS 23.401 CR 3023). The reason for change explained in the CR was that when the MME is aware that some signalling or data is pending in the network for a UE, the MME may decide, to inform the eNB to not release the RRC connection too early. If so, the MME includes a “pending data indication” in the next S1AP message. 

For the same use case mentioned above,  in 5GS as part of 5G_CIOT WI SA2 defined the Extended Connected Time (ECT) that is an improvement compared to EPS since it can also provide a value that will be used by RAN in order to determine for how long to keep the UE RRC connected. RAN3 can use Extended Connected Time (ECT) instead for the same or similar scenarios in 5GS. Based on this SA2 believes that Extended Connected Time (ECT) needs to be included in all the applicable NGAP handover messages.   
SA2 approved related CR to clarify the above. 
2
Actions
To RAN3
ACTION: 
SA2 asks RAN3 to take the above information into account.
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